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The Mexican Revolution defined the sociopolitical experience of those living in Mexico in the

twentieth century. Its subsequent legacy has provoked debate between those who interpret the

ongoing myth of the Revolution and those who adopt the more middle-of-the-road reality of the

regime after 1940. Taking account of these divergent interpretations, this Very Short Introduction

offers a succinct narrative and analysis of the Revolution. Using carefully considered sources, Alan

Knight addresses the causes of the upheaval, before outlining the armed conflict between 1910 and

1920, explaining how a durable regime was consolidated in the 1920s, and summing up the social

reforms of the Revolution, which culminated in the radical years of the 1930s. Along the way, Knight

places the conflict alongside other 'great' revolutions, and compares Mexico with the Latin American

countries that avoided the violent upheaval. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions

series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These

pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors

combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and

challenging topics highly readable.
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Alan Knight is Professor Emeritus of the History of Latin America at Oxford University. His work

focuses on twentieth-century Mexico, but also ranges into earlier periods of Mexican history, as well

as broader modern Latin American history. He has been a Guggenheim Fellow, a Leverhulme



Research Reader, and a Fellow of the British Academy and, in 2010, he was awarded the Aztec

Eagle by the Mexcan government. Previous books include The Mexican Revolution: Porfirians,

Liberals and Peasants (CUP, 2002).

Excellent. Very clear & well organized. The Mexican Revolution was hugely complex, with great

variances of time and region. Sutherland does an outstanding job of giving us curious

non-specialists a way of understanding it all. A fine book!
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